
 

WPTC Crop update as of 5 September 2008 
 
 
AMITOM countries  
 
Italy 
The industry as revised its forecast down to 4.5 million tonnes (4.4 to 4.6 million tonnes 
range) due to the losses to the early crop in the North and lower than expected yields in the 
later crop in both the North and the South.   
 
Spain 
AGRUCON has revised its total forecast estimate down to between 1.75 and 1.8 million 
tonnes because of the lower yields recorded in Extremadura and in Andalucía following poor 
weather conditions during all the season. The crop is still late everywhere and it is the latest 
on record in the Ebro Valley. 
 
Portugal 
The crop is late and as of the end of August only 50% of the crop had been harvested. The 
forecast of 1 million tonnes will only be reached if weather conditions remain good during the 
whole of September (harvest usually ends in the third week). Weather conditions are very 
good so far, with good quality tomatoes and a higher brix than last year. 
 
Iran 
Volume of processed tomato up to now is 15% lower then last year because of hot and dry 
year, but the brix is very good. The price of tomatoes is around 115 Euros per tonne 
delivered to the factories. The tomato harvest will finish soon. 
 
Malta 
The processing season which is now ending started a week late and was short as 
processors expected to stop processing by the end of August, i.e. a week earlier that the 
past three years. The harvest was good quality wise with a very intense peak. It is estimated 
that the 11 000 ton forecast will be exceeded by around 10%.  
 
 
Currently, the total forecast for all AMITOM countries (10 member countries + 5 
Associate members) stands at 13.74 million tonnes, of which 8.1 million tonnes for the 
5 EU countries.  
 
Other WPTC countries: 
 
California 
The USDA published a revised estimate of 11.6 million short tons (10.5 million metric tonnes) 
for California on 29 August (see attached).  
 
Adverse spring conditions followed by cooler temperatures in July resulted in reduced 
deliveries during the months of July and August. The impact of the weather has pushed the 
crop back 10-14 days depending on the area of the state. The reduced volume during this 
period of time forced some processors to slow down or in a few cases cease production for a 
few days. By the end of August, all processors are operating at capacity. The tonnage 
estimate of 11.6 million metric tonnes may be optimistic given the fact that in order to achieve 



this number we will have to harvest well into October and achieve record tons per acre for 
the state. 
 
Other US States (USDA Vegetables report 4/09/08) 
In Ohio, harvest was 6 percent complete by August 17.  Michigan growers began 
transplanting throughout May.  Early planted tomatoes progressed well by the end of May 
despite dry soil.  Stakes were put in fields during the first week of June.  Planting was near 
complete by mid-June.  Ample moisture in July caused a setback to plants in some fields.  
Harvest began in mid-August and the crop progressed well throughout the growing season.  
Indiana’s processing tomatoes were in fair to good condition despite dry weather during late 
July into mid-August.  Some processors had to irrigate to make up for the lack of rainfall.  
 
Canada 
Harvest is underway with processors reporting excellent quality and yield. The Ontario 
projection continues to be for 540,000 metric tonnes. 
 
Australia 
The early forecast for the 2009 crop in Australia is similar in volume to last year due to low 
irrigation allocations. 
 
Chile 
No forecast yet for the 2009 crop as processors are still on the contracting process for the 
next season. 
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